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Clinical Pathway re: unplanned admission to Medicine for patients with a learning disability





Patient with known learning disability (either confirmed by carer or in possession of LD communication tool such as A&E grab sheet) presents at 


A & E as emergency or GP referral





A & E reception staff checks for LD alert on database and if not present add alert





Patient is identified as someone who may have a learning disability but who is not known previously and is not supported by a carer. (Use info on intranet to clarify if person has LD)





Reception staff to inform medical team that person has a learning disability and any reasonable adjustments that may need to be made. i.e. need for quieter waiting area, need to be seen as priority due to difficulty in waiting.





Patient assessed, investigations carried out and decision made regarding next steps





Surgical / Gynae  or Orthopaedic Admission





Refer to relevant pathway for people with learning disabilities (pending)





Patient discharged home





With appropriate information regarding aftercare and/or outpatient appointment





Medical Admission





Admit directly onto Clifford Ward





Within 12 hours





‘Helping me in Hospital’ book completed





Care Plan completed





Medication reviewed





Consider if side room needed if patient or others may be at risk





Consider need for additional support & how this would be provided





Within 24 hours





Person centered multi-disciplinary discussion to take place





Estimated discharge date agreed





If admission expected to be longer than 72 hours





Consider transfer to other appropriate ward with all accompanying information





Prior to Discharge





Multi-disciplinary discussion to take place, appropriate information regarding aftercare and/or outpatient appointment given to patient & carers














