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Public health professionals and commissioners need to have fast and easy access to 

reliable information on which to base decisions. This is what BMJ Health Intelligence 

provides.

BMJ Health Intelligence is an authoritative source of public health and commissioning 

information. We bring together evidence, data, cost effectiveness information, local 

projects, policies, targets, and guidelines into one easy to use, web based resource. Our 

experts review and summarise the information, then place this in context within key 

topics for public health and commissioning. 

BMJ Health Intelligence can help you quickly identify important public health trends in 

your local area, and decide which interventions and commissioning strategies will be 

most effective.

Key features of BMJ Health Intelligence: 

All of this within a single, evidence based resource.

This user guide introduces you to the essential features of BMJ Health Intelligence, and 

will help you get the most from them.
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•  Updated with the latest evidence

•  Expert reviews and summaries that put 

the evidence in context

•  Public health data integrated from 

multiple sources

•  Geographical mapping tool overlays data 

for comparative analysis

•  Policies, targets, and guidelines 

summarised for each topic

•  Commissioning: aims, objectives, and 

action points

•  Cost-effectiveness comparisons for public 

health interventions

•  Quality indicators for commissioning

Putting evidence at the centre of 
decision making for healthy communities 



ACCESS 
available data 
indicators 
relevant to that 
topic

BMJ Health Intelligence provides essential information for public health practice, research 

and teaching.

Public health section
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BMJ Health Intelligence is produced in association with the National Centre for Health 

Outcomes Development and the Faculty of Public Health.

An overview

CHOOSE  your  
main area of interest 
- public health or 
commissioning

SEARCH our 
entire resource 
for information 
of interest

READ a topical 
review by a leading 
expert

SIGN UP for our 
newsletter and 
register for daily 
news alerts

ACCESS a full 
list of topics 
covered
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GET a quick 
overview 
that includes: 
incidence, 
prevalence and 
trends; risk 
factors; health 
consequences 
and costs

BROWSE 
relevant 
local projects

SELECT a topic

READ 
summaries of 
policies, targets 
and guidelines

ACCESS 
return on 
investment 
tables

DISCOVER 
the latest 
evidence from 
research studies 
– appraised and 
summarised by 
leading experts 
in each topic



BROWSE 
relevant 
local projects

BMJ Health Intelligence is an invaluable resource for anyone involved in commissioning 

decisions.
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Data and analysis: overviewCommissioning section

SELECT a clinical 
programme of interest

ACCESS guides 
support your 
evidence based 
commissioning

READ an overview of each 
topic, including aims, objectives, 
suggested actions and costs

ACCESS 
available data 
indicators 
relevant to 
that topic

DISCOVER the 
latest evidence 
from research 
studies - appraised 
and summarised 
by leading experts 
in each topic

Indicators have been carefully selected to describe the health of your chosen population. 

They have been chosen from existing data sources (including the Compendium of 

Clinical and Health Indicators) and compiled in collaboration with the National Centre 

for Health Outcome Development (NCHOD). The indicators are shown as maps and 

tables at local authority (LA), primary care organisation (PCO) and government office 

region (GOR), depending on availability.

SELECT your 
geographical 
area of 
interest

CHOOSE to view the data in 
map format or as a table

VIEW data 
by topic or 
specific clinical 
programme

READ 
summaries of 
policies, targets 
and guidelines

VIEW 
population 
or financial 
data



You can choose to view data through our geographical mapping tool, provided by instant 

atlas. With this tool you can select a region of interest, choose to view population or 

financial indicators, then view all the available data for that area. Then with one click, 

you can compare that data with other regions.

Data and analysis: using instant atlas
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DATA is displayed for 
the area selected

A SECOND AREA can be selected for 
quick comparison by running your mouse 
over other areas shown on the map

GET an instant overview of how your 
selected area compares to the national 
statistic 

FOR EACH of the data indicators, 
you can click to view the source and 
download the detailed data in various 
formats 

BMJ Health Intelligence provides a searchable database of over 100 local projects from 

across the UK. Each entry in the database provides a summary table and answers to 

structured questions, consistent across all projects, such as: what are the problems that 

are trying to be solved? What is the local population targeted?  What interventions are 

used? What outcomes are measured?

Local projects
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SEARCH  
for a topic 
of interest

IDENTIFY a project of 
interest that matches 
your search

READ about the project - its 
background, objectives, the 
interventions used and their 
outcomes



BMJ Health Intelligence provides a daily summary of key news concerning public health 

and commissioning. News can be accessed from the website or you can register to be 

sent updates by email.

News and alerts
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