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14.  Being healthy is important for everyone, 

Valuing People said how the NHS had to 

get better at including people with learning 

disabilities in everything it did. 
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There is to be a new body to check on the quality of 

health and social care services (The Care Quality 

Commission).  The Government will make sure it 

includes learning disability services when planning 

how it will do this. 

 



The NHS rules about what it should do (called the 

Operating Framework) will include new things about 

learning disabilities. 

    

16. Three years from now, this        

 

        should be different: 

 



PCT's will have good 

information about the 

health needs of people 

with learning disabilities 

and be making sure there 

are good health services 

that work for people with 

learning disabilities. 

 



Most people will have a 

health facilitator, health action plan and regular health 

checks. 

 



PCT's will be planning health services for people with 

learning disabilities through local Partnership Boards. 
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 with learning disabilities in 

       everything it did. 

 

              

Good news

 

 

Things  

still to  

change 

The government has 

promised that people with 

learning disabilities should 

get regular health checks 

We have still got to make 

this happen for everyone. 

There are some good 

examples of the health 

service getting better.  For 

example, accessible 

information and learning 

disability nurses helping 

primary care to do their job 

better. 

There have been many 

cases of the NHS failing 

people with learning 

disabilities.  For example 

reports on abuse in 

Cornwall, the Disability 

Rights Commission report 

on primary care and 

Mencap’s report “Death by 

indifference”. 

The NHS has closed down a 

lot of its out of date services. 

Specialist health services 

(like community teams) are 

sometimes not as good as 

they should be. 
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15.  

The Next steps in helping  

       people to be healthy are: 

 



The NHS has to take action to 

meet the law about human 

rights and disability 

discrimination.  A human rights 

project will help them to do this. 

 



Primary Care Trusts will be helped to know how 

to arrange health checks and make GP services 

work better for people with learning disabilities 

 



There will be new advice about how to do health 

action planning 

 



The Government has set up an inquiry after the 

Mencap report to look at how the NHS (in 

particular hospitals) can do things better.  Action 

will follow.  Hospitals should start improving 

things now rather than wait. 

 



There will be new advice about specialist health 

services like community teams 

 



New policy on mental health will help make things 

better for people with learning disabilities who 

have a mental health problem.

 








