Dear Colleague

Autism in children – nurses’ role and support

Following my email in May 2008 regarding my sabbatical project, I am pleased to inform you that I am proceeding with the research. I would be grateful if you would complete the attached questionnaire.  I am undertaking this research with permission from the Royal College of Nursing. 

Purpose of the Research

The research intends to identify how nurses support parents and carers of children who have been diagnosed with autism.  It is planned that nurses involved in this study will also be invited to participate, on behalf of the RCN, in the development of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) impending guideline on autism in children.
Participation and Confidentiality 

I would be grateful if you would spend about ten minutes to complete this questionnaire.  Your participation is voluntary and information you provide will be treated as confidential.
The outcome

A copy of the report from this survey will be made available to the relevant RCN’s professional forums, i.e. Learning Disability, School Nurses and the Children and Young People’s Mental Health Forums.

Please return the completed questionnaire to me caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk by 31st July 2008.

Thank you for your help.  Please contact me using the following contact details if you have any queries: caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk, 020 7647 3603.
Yours sincerely

Caroline Rapu
Project Manager

RCN NICE Portfolio
20 Cavendish Square

London

W1G 0RN

QUESTIONNAIRE
This questionnaire is aimed at nurses working with children diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorder.  Please answer as many questions as you are able to.  Most of the questions can be answered by using a tick: ..√.  You may also be asked to write in your comments where space is provided for this.
1. 
Are you a nurse who works with children? 

Yes




No



2.
Are you a specialist in any of these specified areas? (please tick as applicable)
Learning Disability
Children’s nurse
Other (please specify) ……………………………………………………………
3.
Which of the following best describes the field of nursing you currently work in?  
(please tick one)

Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service




Learning Disability

School nurse








Practice nurse








General Children’s nurse
Other (please specify)…………………………………………………….
4.
What sector of nursing do you work in?  (please tick one)

a. Primary care








b. Secondary care (including  Hospital setting/ acute residential)

c. Private/ independent






d. Other



At what stage do you come into contact with someone who has Autism? (Please tick one)
Pre referral







Post referral








6.
What age group do you work with?(please tick all that apply)

0 to 5 years







6 to 12 years








        13 to 19 years

7.
What type of support/care does your unit give to patients/carer? (please tick all that 
apply)
Advice









Treatment








Education 








Signposting to other services

ALL of the above





Other (please specify) ……………………………………………….
8.
What type of support/care do you personally give to patients/carer? (please tick all that 
apply)

Advice










Treatment









Education 









Signposting to other services


ALL of the above






Other (please specify)
…………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………

9.
Other than what you as a nurse provide, are there other forms of support/care that you think nurses should offer children diagnosed with autism and their 
parent/carers? (please specify below)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
...........................................................................................................................................................

10.
Are there any other form of support your patient group request that is not 
available at your unit? (If yes, please explain)

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

11.
While providing support to children diagnosed with autism, who do you 
communicate mostly with and how much? (please tick on the sliding scale)
80-100%
60-80%

30-60%

30-0%

Children (patients)





Parents/carers




Educational institutions







Social services

Other healthcare professionals 
Thank you for taking time to complete this questionnaire.  Please e-mail back to caroline.rapu@rcn.org.uk.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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