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Improving the acute health experience of people who have learning disabilities

Survey of SHA’s and Acute Health Care Trusts

	Section 1

Acute health care

	1
	Are learning disability nurses working in acute care settings?
	Yes
	No

	
	If no go on to question 2

If yes please give a brief description of their role(s) including title(s) and whether they are permanent, temporary or on secondment.



	1(a)
	Who is the nurse’s employer (please give the business of the employer e.g. Acute Trust, PCT, LD/Mental Health Trust, independent provider)?



	1(b)
	How are the posts funded?



	1(c)
	How many nurses work in acute care settings and for how many hours each week?



	1(d)
	How many hospitals do the nurses work with?



	1(e)
	Do nurses from the Learning Disability team have link worker roles with acute care?
	Yes
	No

	1(f)
	If answer to 1e is yes, do learning disability nurses have dedicated time /resources to undertake this role?
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	1(g)
	Describe any specific changes arising from these roles to the health care of your patients and or/their families.



	1(h)
	Describe the impact of these roles, if any, on staff and /or the Trust.



	1(i)
	What are the positive aspects of this role?



	1(j)
	What are the negative aspects to the role?



	1(k)
	How are these nurses supervised?



	1(l)
	How are these nurses managed?



	1(m)
	What outcome measures are used to monitor these roles?



	1(n)
	Are outcome measures part of the contracting process?
	Yes
	No

	If you have answered question 1 a-n go to Section 2



	If you answered No to question 1

	2
	Are there any plans to further develop roles for Learning Disability nurses in acute care settings or to create permanent arrangements if posts are temporary?


	Yes
	No

	2a
	If you have plans please describe.



	Section 2



	3
	Do you use any specific assessment strategy to ensure you effectively identify the health needs of people who have learning disabilities?

If Yes please describe.


	Yes
	No

	If No, please describe any plans to address this issue.



	3(a)
	Can you demonstrate any specific identifiable improved outcomes for users/carers and or specific service user/carer feedback e.g. survey results, audit?

If Yes please describe.

	Yes
	No

	If No, please describe any plans to address this issue.



	3(b)
	Do you have any Care Pathways in place that explicitly take into account the needs of people with learning disabilities requiring health care?

If Yes, please describe.


	Yes
	No

	If No, please describe any plans to address this issue.



	3(c)
	Do your care plans take into account any special needs, including communication that a person might have as a result of a learning disability?
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please describe how.


	If No, please describe any plans to address this issue.



	3(d)
	Do you provide accessible information using pictures, simple language etc.?

If Yes, please describe.


	Yes
	No

	If No, please describe any plans to address this issue.



	3(e)
	If you need help to support a patient with a learning disability in your service where would you seek help and advice?



	3(f)
	Please describe any other joint working initiative between acute and specialist health services aimed at improving the health care of people who have learning disabilities?



	3(g)
	How do acute care services meet the needs of people with learning disabilities in prisons requiring these services?



	3(h)
	Are there any areas of care for patients who have learning disabilities where it would be helpful to have access to more information? E.g. consent, communication?



	3(i)
	Any other comments?




Please return completed forms to gwenmoulsterdh@btinternet.com
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