NIACE Launches a Big Conversation for Adult Learners' Week

This country is one of the richest in the world.  There are more older people in the UK than young.  In ten years time adults and people who have come from other countries to live here will do most jobs.  It very important that there is enough adult education to teach people how to do these jobs.  
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Learning for adults is not just about getting a job it also helps people to get out and make friends, learn about things that they enjoy and are interested in and learn skills to get on in life.
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The Government is spending most of its money for adult education on courses for people who are under 25 years old, for them courses are free.  This means that people over 25 will have to pay more for their courses.  Not everybody wants to pay more for their courses and some people don’t have the money to pay more. This is putting people off learning. 
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This is a big problem.  How are we going to make sure that there is enough money for adult education?   The Government can’t just spend and spend but people are missing out and courses are being cut.
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NIACE wants to ask people who think learning for adults is important some questions about how we find the money to pay for adult education?

· What are the most important things the Government should think about when they decide how to spend the money for adult education?
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· Should employers pay for their workers to learn new skills to help them do their job?  – Should the Government make them do this or just say to the employers that they think it would be a good idea? 
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· How much should people have to pay for their courses? All of it or some of it?  Should they pay different amounts for different kinds of courses?
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· What has the government got right and where do you think it is  going wrong at the moment with how they are spending money on learning for adults?
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NIACE wants learners, lecturers, trainers and managers, colleges, course groups and other organisations to think about these questions. Please let us (and your MP) know what you think before the end of June 2006.
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If you want more information to help you think about it, let us know.      
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We will collect your responses, look at what they say and send a report to the government.
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1. Contact us at bigconversation@niace.org.uk
2. If you know your postcode, you can find your MP at http://www.locata.co.uk/commons/ 
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