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Grants Project 2012-13 
Your action is required; this is not for your information only
The Department for Education has provided funds for a National Project to develop proposals for a model of AAC (Augmentative & Alternative Communication) Service provision in England which will promote equity and improve service delivery across England.
The funding will be used to sustain existing services and/or develop services so that they are able to meet the Quality Standard for AAC Services. Transition planning to adult services is crucial to ensure seamless provision, and therefore all-age AAC Services are to be included in the remit of this Project.
The Project team is divided into four regions, each consisting of a Consortium of existing AAC Services.  This is survey is being coordinated by the Midlands and East region. Regional Leads is Clive Thursfield from ACT, West Midlands Rehabilitation Centre. Other regional leads are: North, Anna Reeves, Ace Centre, London, Gary Derwent, Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disability, Putney and Judith De Ste Croix, Frenchay Hospital, Bristol. Simon Stevens, the project worker responsible consulting stakeholders in Midlands and East is coordinating this survey.  
The Project has 8 main objectives.  The outcome of these objectives will inform the proposal of the recommended “hub and spoke” model of AAC Services.  This will allow commissioners and commissioned service providers to start working quickly and effectively to reduce inequality and improve service delivery across England.
Objective 1:
Consult and involve stakeholders
Objective 2:
Systematically map existing AAC provision against the National Quality Standard
Objective 3:
Develop Good Practice Guidelines for the development of effective local AAC services
Objective 4:
Reach national consensus on a proposed care pathway by which to manage referrals to specialised AAC services
Objective 5:
Agree specification for an AAC database at regional or national level
Objective 6:
Scope the possibilities and make recommendations for the procurement, logistics, technical support and recycling of AAC equipment
Objective 7:
Assess the feasibility of using technology to deliver AAC services remotely
Objective 8:
Establish a profile of the current variation in national AAC training/learning provision and resources
Please note that this is NOT a research project, it is a unique opportunity to shape the provision of AAC services across the country. Everybody involved with AAC in any capacity is being asked through this project to define how the service should work. We can comment on areas we believe work well and we can identify areas that perhaps can be improved in the future. Your input into this process therefore is extremely important and necessary. Please express your views by answering the questionnaire at this link below If you don’t have access to a computer please contact Simon Stevens by text message (info below) and we will endeavour to get in touch with you and receive your feedback.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/haveasayaac 
You can contact us in the following ways;
Email: simon@simonstevens.com  Text: 07825 149227
Blog: http://haveasayaac.blogspot.co.uk   Group: https://groups.google.com/d/forum/haveasayaac 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/HaveASayAac 
